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Network Play

Nodes

5 nodes (A, B, C, D, E) are marked out around the space: on the stage, on a wall, in front of the music station, etc.

There are ten edges in total that can be drawn to link these nodes (A-B, A-C, A-D, A-E, B-C, B-D, B-E, C-D, C-E, D-E). The audience are given the ability to connect these nodes one at a time, for instance by taking a length of string from one to the next. This is mediated by one of us, so that links are added gradually. Maybe it's random, maybe not. Maybe it starts random, but some links may only become available once others are in place.

Each link contains a specific set of performance material attached to it: a few lines of dialogue, a portion of a tune, some specific staging. As the audience connect each pair of nodes, the performers begin performing the small sample of script that is attached to that link. 

Staging
The setting is created by the performers in conversation with each other. In between each of the ten short scenes, the performers step out of character to help mediate the audience's interaction, and to set up the conventions and place each piece in context. 

The dialogue for these sections will be informal and unscripted, but I have produced some sample lines (demarcated with a '-') to indicate the sort of information they may convey.  

In order to make best use of the space, I imagine that each scene could take place in a different part of the space, with black boxes or similar to signify a taxi, and sound FX doing the rest.

Synopsis
Owyn and Gareth meet outside the Belconnen Arts Centre following a dance performance that they both attended. They wind up sharing a taxi to Tuggeranong. On the way, they get to know one another - Gareth works for a pharmaceutical company, Owyn is a chef. They take a detour into Tuggeranong so Owyn can show Gareth his restaurant. They come to a carpark and Gareth is reluctant, but Owyn insists on going for a short walk to see the premises. As soon as the taxi is out of sight, Owyn (and a waiting accomplice) grab Gareth and kidnap him. At this point, Gareth breaks character and we discover that this is merely a training exercise. Gareth is one of the kidnappers, and he has been playing the role of the victim in order for Owyn to rehearse his part. The kidnappers begin another rehearsal, effectively starting the play again from the top.

Each of the ten scenes represents a different step in the process of befriending, manipulating and subduing the victim.

1. First encounter - first attempt


(EDGE A-B)

· Owyn strikes up a conversation with Gareth, unsuccessfully. The rehearsal starts again from the beginning, and this scene is wiped from the characters' minds.

 2. First encounter - second attempt


(EDGE A-C)
· Owyn strikes up a conversation with Gareth, successfully.

3. Witty exchange - first attempt


(EDGE B-C)
· Owyn attempts to engage Gareth in a witty exchange, unsuccessfully. This unsuccessful attempt is wiped from the characters' memories and they try again a second time.
4. Witty exchange - second attempt


(EDGE B-D)
· Owyn successfully engages Gareth in a bit of light banter, to put him at ease.
5. Fast talk - 





(EDGE A-D)
· Gareth asks Owyn questions to probe him, but Owyn successfully convinces him that he is on the level.
6. Intimacy -






(EDGE A-E)
· Owyn opens up to Gareth with a story to elicit Gareth's sympathy.
7. Credibility -





(EDGE B-E)
· Owyn convinces Gareth to take an alternate route.
8. Facedown -





(EDGE C-D)
· Owyn intimidates Gareth into getting out of the car.
9. Subduing -





(EDGE C-E)
· Owyn threatens Gareth with physical harm. He no longer needs to play a character.
10. Reveal -






(EDGE D-E)
· The truth is revealed, the performers reset the scenario to run through it again.

These scenes will play in the order that the links between various nodes are created by an audience. It would make sense to have some links (the last 2-3) only available after others have been created, but there would be no problem running the play in another order. For example:

3. Witty exchange - first attempt



(EDGE B-C)

2. First encounter - second attempt



(EDGE A-C)

4. Witty exchange - second attempt



(EDGE B-D)

1. First encounter - first attempt



(EDGE A-B)

7. Credibility -






(EDGE B-E)

8. Facedown -






(EDGE C-D)

6. Intimacy -






(EDGE A-E)

9. Subduing -






(EDGE C-E)

10. Reveal -







(EDGE D-E)

1. First encounter - first attempt


(EDGE A-B)

-
What's the time? When does it start?

-
It's night-time, a bit after 10pm. It's just after a dance performance in the Centre. There's applause... sound of applause from inside... then audience talking in the foyer... and then audience start leaving the Centre to go to their cars or get taxis.

Gorath walks out of the Arts Centre, followed by Owyn.

Owen
Well, what did you think of that?

Gorath
Fine, I suppose. You?

Owen
Yes, I liked it very much. Don't have much to compare it with, though. Do you see a lot of dance?

Gorath
I beg your pardon?

Owen
Do you see many dance productions? Like that?

Gorath
A few, I suppose. Sorry, what was your name?

Owen
Owen. And you are?

Gorath
Gareth.

Owen
Good to meet you, Gareth.

Gorath
Likewise. Look, I'm going to jump in this taxi, so it was nice to meet you...

Owen
Where are you heading?

Gorath
Oh. South.

Owen
I'm actually going south - maybe we could share a ride?

Gorath
No, that's all right, if you don't mind. I'll see you later, Owen.

-
Now, how are we doing the taxi? These are the back seats, that's the driver's seat... and we have the sound of the taxi braking.

-
...and the door opening... slams just, and the taxi drives away...

- 
Gareth's in the taxi and Owyn's left standing there at the side of the road.

2. First encounter - second attempt


(EDGE A-C)
Gorath standing by the road, Owyn standing a little further up.

-
All right so this time I hail the taxi first of all... Taxi stops, I open the door...

Owyn
Excuse me.

Gorath
Excuse me?

Owyn
This is my cab. I signalled this first.

Gorath
I've been standing here for five minutes and this is the first I've seen you.

Owyn
Excuse me, driver, did you see me wave to you just then?

Driver
Would one of you please get in?

Gorath
Listen, I've been waiting here for five minutes. You can't just stroll up and -

Owyn
I signalled this cab. This is my cab. For christ's sake - look, where are you going?

Gorath
Tuggeranong.

Owyn
Good, me too. Jump in, we'll split it.

both get in, sound of door slam, taxi drives away
3. Witty exchange - first attempt


(EDGE B-C)
- 
Taxi driver's adjusting the radio, changing stations, there's music changing... we hear a bit of FM radio...

Owyn
Are you on those chemist commercials.

Gorath
Yes.

Owyn
I thought I recognised you. What do you actually do, do you run a chemist?

Gorath
No, I work for a pharmaceutical company that produces Salvoprofen.

Owyn
So you don't work in a chemist's, but you advertise them?

Gorath
No, it's an ad for the drug, not for any particular pharmacy.

Owyn
Wow. You know, I have an idea for another way you could do that ad. Instead of having the molecules go in and break down the headache molecules, have an ad where a woman's in a business meeting and she's got a really bad headache and she can't concentrate, but then as soon as she takes one of the pills she's okay again.

Gorath
Right.

Owyn
I'm Owyn, by the way.

Gorath
Gareth. 

Owyn
Good to meet you. So do you get to say what goes in the advertisements?

Gorath
Partly. Although no, not really. Sorry, I've got a call - can I just take this?

-
And Gareth's phone rings, he takes the call and turns away from Owyn.

4. Witty exchange - second attempt


(EDGE B-D)
-
Taxi pulls away, taxi driver turns on the radio, we hear a slew of FM radio.

Owyn
Sorry for the altercation just then, I hope it hasn't put you out.

Gorath
No, you're right. As long as we're both going in the same direction.

Owyn
That's right. Owyn Locke.

Gareth
Gareth James.

Owyn
Good to meet you, Gareth. Am I mistaken, or do I recognise you from somewhere? Salvoprofen, is that right? You're the talking head in the Salvoprofen commercial.

Gareth
That's me.

Owyn
So are you an actor, or do you actually work for the company?

Gareth
I work for the company, yes.

Owyn
Right. Well, I hope the performance just then was an inspiration if you're producing any more advertisements.

Gareth
How do you mean?

Owyn
Well putting it politely, and please don't take this the wrong way, those dancers knew a little about inducing headaches.

Gareth
True, true. I think the fourth time they started up the strobe light they were trying to channel the sensation of a migraine in dance form.

-
And the two of them are chatting. The awkwardness has dispersed.

-
The ice is broken.

-
That's it, the ice is broken. 

5. Fast talk - 





(EDGE A-D)
-
Where are we at this point?

-
Passing behind Black Mountain, I think.

-
So it's dark outside the taxi?

-
Yes, and Gareth and Owyn have exchanged business cards.

Gareth
So you're a chef?

Owyn
I own a restaurant.

Gareth
Really? In Tuggeranong?

Owyn
Yes, a few doors down from the big swimming centre.

Gareth
How long's it been open?

Owyn
Let's see, we've been going for about two and a half years now?

Gareth
I didn't realise there were any restaurants around the aquatic centre. What was there before you moved in?

Owyn
On the spot, oh, a... cafe, I think.

Gareth
I didn't know there was any development around the aquatic centre until just last year. Were you one of the first?

Owyn
Oh... no, we were early, but not the first. There was a cafe there before.

Gareth
And where were you, before you opened this place?

Owyn
In, in a restaurant in the inner north. Dickson.

Gareth
Chef, or owner?

Owyn
Just a chef, there. My partner is a restaurant manager, she and I invested together -

Gareth
Did you say you were married?

Owyn
Well -

Gareth
I just don't see a ring.

Owyn
No. She's - my business partner, she is married. She has a husband.

Gareth
Okay.

-
Is Gareth satisfied?

-
Gareth's tried to poke holes in Owyn's story, but it all seems sound.

-
So they relax.

-
They relax.

6. Intimacy -






(EDGE A-E)
Owyn
It's funny running into you at a dance performance. I mean, running into a pharmacist... pharmaceutical personality.

Gorath
Why's that?

Owyn
Just... the reason I went tonight - the reason I go along to these things, is my sister. My younger sister. She used to dance, she was a contemporary dancer. She was right into this sort of stuff - she would have been up on stage tonight, or choreographing, maybe by now. 

Gorath
She's passed away?

Owyn
She has, yeah. She overdosed on painkillers, why I mention it's funny meeting a painkiller manufacturer at a performance like that.

Gorath
I'm sorry.

Owyn
It's all right. Thanks. Sorry, I shouldn't have brought it up.

-
Coming down the Tuggeranong Highway now, over the dark hills at 100km/hr.

-
How's Gareth feel about Owyn's story? Was it too much, did it make it awkward?

-
No, he's genuinely feeling sorry. He's touched that Owyn confided in him.

7. Credibility -





(EDGE B-E)
-
Passing into Tuggeranong, lights on both sides, petrol stations, turn offs, car headlights...

Owyn
Hey, you know what? We should stop past my restaurant so I can show you where it is.

Gorath
That's alright, I should be getting home.

Owyn
No, it'll take two minutes. We'll just swing past so I can point it out, and then if you're ever around this part of town and you want to stop in for a meal, you'll know where to go.

Gorath
I'm sure I can find it myself. You said it was right near the swim centre?

Owyn
Yeah, but it's in an odd little cul-de-sac - I'll show you. Excuse me, left here. Cheers.

8. Facedown -





(EDGE C-D)
-
Taxi pulls in around the back of the swim centre. It's a carpark, it's not well lit.

Owyn
Pull up by that tree.

Gorath
We're not getting out, are we?

Owyn
Just for a second. By that tree, thanks.

-
And the taxi pulls up under a tree outside an office building. 

Owyn
Come on, it's just around here.

Gorath
It's fine, I can see where you mean. Let's keep driving, I've got to get home.

Owyn
It's right here. Will you just get out of the taxi for two seconds so I can show you?

Gorath
No, I'd rather keep driving.

Owyn
Look at me. I said two seconds. Get out of the car.

- 
While Gareth is opening his door, Owyn's paying the taxi driver.

Owyn
Thanks mate, we'll figure it from here. Have a good night.

-
Taxi door slams, taxi engine running.

Owyn
Just around here.

9. Subduing -





(EDGE C-E)
-
What's around the corner?

-
Just a dead-end street coming off the carpark.

-
No lights.

-
Around the corner, the sound of the taxi pulling out of the carpark.

Gareth
Where's the restaurant?

Owyn
Well the thing is, Gareth -

Gareth
What do you want?

Owyn
What do I want?

Gareth
Do you want my wallet? Take my wallet. Take it.

Owyn
No, I don't. We want you. You're coming with us.

-
Headlights in both their faces.

-
There's a car parked at the end of the cul-de-sac. Sound of the ignition starting

-
And someone gets out of the car. He's got some rope, and some kind of weapon.

-
Like a gun?

-
A gun, or a knife, or a cricket bat... scary enough, whatever it is.

Gareth
Are you kidnapping me?

Owyn
That's very good, Gareth, we're kidnapping you. You're going to write a few letters, make a couple of phone calls, and then when your people decide they're ready to bail you out, they're going to buy you your ticket home.

Someone
Hold out your hands.

Gareth
Please, please don't do this.

Owyn
Hold out your hands, Gareth, let's get on with this.

-
And the man in the car starts to tie Gareth's hands together.

10. Reveal -






(EDGE D-E)
Gorath
Okay, how do you think that went?

Owyn
I don't know. Alright?

Gorath
Just barely alright. Your character's got to be more consistent. You're too desperately friendly in the beginning, and then by the time you've reached Tuggeranong, you've become some kind of horror movie villain.

Owyn
Right.

Gorath
The whole time, from when you walk out of the theatre to when you get out of the taxi, you need to be calm, polite, friendly but firm. And you need to straighten your story about how long you've owned the restaurant, all that stuff.

Someone
Again?

Gorath
Let's do it through one more time. Starting when the performance ends, you follow him out the exit and down to the road.

Owyn
What if he hangs around after the show for a drink?

Gorath
You hang around too. 

Owyn
Should I talk to him?

Gorath
I don't care, so long as when he gets in a taxi to leave, you get in that taxi too.

-
Okay, let's go again - starting with the applause from inside as the show finishes... and Gareth walks out the exit, and Owyn follows...
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